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" Boys and girls, 
And "women, that would groan to see a child 
Pull off an insect's leg, all read of war, 
The best amusement for our morning meal ! 
The poor wretch who has learnt his only prayers 
From curses, who knows scarcely words enough 
To ask a blessing from his Heavenly Father, 
Becomes a fluent phraseman, absolute 
And technical in victories and defeats, 
And all our dainty terms for fratricide ; 
Terms which we trundle smoothly o'er our tongues, 
Like mere abstractions, empty sounds to which 
We join no feeling, and attach no form ! 
As if the soldier died without a wound ; 
As if the fibres of this godlike frame 
Were gored without a pang ; as if the wretch, 
Who fell in battle doing bloody deeds, 
Passed off to heaven, translated and not killed ; 
As though he had no wife to pine for him, 
No God to judge him ! Therefore evil days 
Are coming on us, O my countrymen ! 
And what if all-avenging Providence, 
Strong and retributive, should make us know 
The meaning of our words, force us to feel 
The desolation and the agony 
Of our fierce doings ! " 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 
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The Problems Before Us. 

The Hague Conference, much as it has accom- 
plished, has only made more imperative the problems 
which it has not solved. The conventions made at 
The Hague will doubtless all be ratified by most of 
the powers represented in the Conference. But when 
this is done, it will be no time for any of the friends 
of peace to fold their hands and suppose that the 
cause will run itself hereafter of its own momentum. 
Nothing could be more fatal than such a course. 

In the first place, the nations not represented at 
The Hague must be brought to adhere to the con- 
ventions adopted, and^ the powers whose representa- 
tives signed the conventions must be induced to 
make the way easy for them to do so. The non-sig- 
natory powers include all the South and Central 
American and West India states, eighteen in all, and 
the independent states in South Africa, The adher- 



ence of all these states is of the greatest importance 
to make the work of the Conference the most effective. 

Then again, the governments which agree in set- 
ting up the permanent court of arbitration must be 
prevailed upon to refer the largest possible number 
of their disputes to it. The use of the court, it must 
be remembered, is to be entirely voluntary. The 
governments which have established it will feel in 
honor bound to make use of it to some extent. The 
sense of honor and obligation must be so deepened 
that they will be ready to bring difficult as well as 
unimportant cases before it ; and, furthermore, not to 
pass it by in periods of excitement when the sense of 
national honor is wounded and passion runs high. 
Here is the point at which the friends of the court 
will have to stand guard and do much earnest and 
patient work for many years to come. 

Of more importance still will be the work for dis- 
armament. Much of our effort must center here 
in the years to come. It is conceded that the Con- 
ference has done much to prepare the way for dis- 
armament. In our protest against the " bloated arm- 
aments " which are ruining Europe, and the growing 
militarism which is fast involving the whole world, 
the result of the Hague Conference puts us on a van- 
tage ground which we have never had before. We 
can now plead with great force that there is an open 
way, prepared by the nations themselves, for the 
pacific adjustment of their controversies, and that be- 
cause of this there is no longer any excuse for the 
further development of armaments, or even for the 
retention of the enormous ones existing. We can 
insist also that disarmament must come in order to 
save the work of the Conference. If the rivalry of 
armaments goes on, the convention for the pacific 
settlement of disputes will become a dead letter. No 
pacific agreement can live in the awful strain which 
will be put upon it by a further development of 
armies and navies. Our work for disarmament must 
henceforth therefore be more direct and intense than 
ever before. We must not dodge the issue. It must 
be met with outspoken and unwavering devotion. 

But our supreme work will continue to be what it 
has always been, the arousing and educating of pub- 
lic opinion in favor of peace and in opposition to 
war. Without a strong, settled public sentiment of 



